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hardship, and often death, for the sake of free-
dom to worship God, and to    bring   up their'
children to worship him in the   manner which,
their consciences dictated.    It was   this   ideal?,
which   gave   them   strength   to   overcome   all
difficulties and to carve  out for  themselves a
home   in   the  wilderness.    It   was  this  ideal
which demanded of   them   simplicity  of   life,
and though they lived simply, the  old    books-
and letters which they have left behind  them
show   that   they   thought   high   thoughts and.
lived nobly.   Divorce was hardly known among,,
them ; parents loved their children and children
honoured their parents, and treated their elders
with respect.
Again it was this inherited ideal which
gave the descendants of the founders of our
nation the courage to fight for their own;
freedom in 1776 and 1861, to fight for five
years for the freedom of the slaves, and which,,
from the foundation of the nation until this
day, has stood for all that is highest and best,
in the life of the American people.
During the last century, multitudes came to*
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